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• The number of votes each club is entitled to is equal to the number of mem-

bers in Clause 6.1c I, ii, iii, iv and v of the SN Constitution (outlined on page 
4).  All votes held by a club must be voted together and cannot be split. 

  
• Each Member Club is entitled to one vote for the election of each elected 

Board member and the election of elected members of appointment panel. 
 
• Member Club Voting Representative  right to vote is conditional on their Club 

having fulfilled its obligations to Swimming Northland by: 
            Having submitted a list of the duly elected Officers for the 2019 – 2020 

season. 
            Have submitted an Annual Report 
            Having submitted Financial Statement for the 2018 - 2019 season. 
            Having paid the club affiliation fee. 
            ALL CURRENT MEMBERS TO BE DULY REGISTERED ON THE 

SNZ DATABSE 
 

• Proxy votes are not permitted 
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Northland  Swimming  Association  Inc. 
 

TRADING AS 
 

      SWIMMING  NORTHLAND 
 

46th ANNUAL REPORT &  
FINANCIAL STATEMENT  2018-2019 

 
To be presented at the  

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 
at the 

 
Paihia Fire Station 

 
on 

 
SUNDAY the 25th August, 2019 

 
at 
 

10:30am 
 

 
 
BUSINESS: 
 

1. Tabling of Reports and Financial Statements of Clubs. 
2. Apologies 
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting 
4. Consideration of Swimming Northland Annual Report 
5. Consideration of Swimming Northland Financial Report 
6. Chair’s Address 
7. Election of Board Members 
8. Reimbursements and expenses 
9. General Business 
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BOI Bay of Islands 36 1 10 0 47 

BBY Bream Bay 31 2 6 0 39 

DAR Dargaville 18 1 3 0 22 

KAM Kamo 0 0 0 0 0 

KAT Kaitaia 0 0 0 0 0 

KER Kerikeri 0 0 0 0 0 

MNA Manaia 36 0 1 0 37 

MRO Maungaturoto 0 0 0 0 0 

NGP Nga Papahu 2 0 0 0 2 

OKU Okau 0 0 0 0 0 

WAV Northwave 18 1 8 0 27 

TKP Te Kopuru 3 0 0 0 3 

WEI Whangarei 25 0 2 2 29 

  169 5 30 0 206 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
CLUB VOTING MEMBERSHIP 2018-2019 

****Please note that membership totals are based on information on SNZ database as of 20/06/19 
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BOARD       Carlrine Gillespie, Jo Hodson , Kim McCahon,  

        Jessica Rule, Matt White, Louise Wickham 

 

CHAIR       Jessica Rule   

 

VICE CHAIR      Louise Wickham 

  

TREASURER      Sharon Smith 

    

ADMINISTRATOR     Rachel Bray 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES 

 PUBLICITY     Julie Paton (BBY) 
        Susan McKegg (BBY) 
        Sian Williams (website)(BOI) 

 

 FUNDING      Celia Honiss (BOI) 

         

         

 

 EVENTS      Beth Finer (BOI) 
        Sharon Carroll (BBY) 
        Sam Smith (DAR) 
        Jodi Stoddart WEI) 
        Karly Smith (DAR) 
        Kylie Douglas (DAR) 
        Dawn Dutton (BBY) 
        Louise Wickham (board liaison) 

 

 TECHNICAL     Julie Paton (BBY) 

        Carlrine Gillespie (board liaison) 

 

 AWARDS      Beth Finer (BOI) 

        Celia Honiss  (BOI)   

 

  

 

 

SWIMMING NORTHLAND LIFE MEMBERS 

 

 Maurice Fitchett 1974   Eric Stentiford 1974  Joyce Stentiford 1977 

 Neville Crawford 1984     Janet Froggatt 1984  Gladys Bouma  1991 

 Brian Cameron 1991        Margaret Cameron 1991   Anne Bailie 1994 

 Myra Larcombe 1998     Richard Dunkerton 1999   Gaylene Martin 2001 

 Dot Palmer 2001   D (Skip) Peyman 2003  Monica Cooper 2008 

 Bruce Cooper 2009  Elizabeth Furey 2012  Kura Ritchie 2014 

 

         

SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
LIST OF OFFICERS 2018-2019 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND  
BOARD MEETING ATTENDANCE 2018-2019 
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Carlrine Gillespie 
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Jo Hodson 
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Jessica Rule 
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Matt White 
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Louise Wickham 
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P = present 
A = absent 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND  
AWARDS 2018-2019 

 
Northland Swimmer of the Year 

Highest overall performance 
Junior Swimmer of the Year (12yrs & u) 
Achievement at the highest level 

FREESTYLE AWARDS 
 

Sub 4 Trophy Female: Fastest Female 400m LC Freestyle: 
Emilia Finer     BOI                  

 
Sub 4 Trophy Male: Fastest Male 400m LC Freestyle: 

Tyler Jepsen   WAV                 
 

Stentiford Trophy: Fastest Female 200m LC Freestyle: 
Rebecca Reade     BBY                       

 
Schon Trophy: Fastest Male 200m LC Freestyle: 

Tyler Jepsen  WAV             
 

Swimming Northland Trophy: Fastest Female 100m L.C. Freestyle 
Rebecca Reade BBY 

 
Swimming Northland Trophy: Fastest Male 100m L.C. Freestyle 

 Paul Linton  BBY  
 

Jurisich Family Trophy L.C. Fastest Female 50m Freestyle 
Rebecca Reade  BBY 

 
Honiss Family Trophy L.C. Fastest Male 50m Freestyle 

   Paul Linton  BBY                      
 

BACKSTROKE AWARDS 
 

Janet Froggatt L.M. Trophy: Fastest Female 200m LC Backstroke: 
Rebecca Reade BBY  

 
Monica Cooper L.M. Trophy: Fastest Male 200m LC Backstroke 

Tyler Jepsen  WAV 
 

Swimming Northland Trophy: Fastest Female 100m L.C. Backstroke 
Rebecca Reade BBY 

 
Bruce Cooper L. M. Trophy: Fastest Male 100m L.C. Backstroke 

Paul Linton  BBY                 
 

 

Ciara Smith WAV Ariella Ripohau BOI 
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Swimming Northland Trophy L.C. Fastest Female 50m Backstroke 
Rebecca Reade BBY 

 
Swimming Northland Trophy L.C. Fastest Male 50m Backstroke 

Paul Linton  BBY   
 
 

BREASTSTROKE AWARDS 
 

R+C Gillespie Trophy: Fastest Female 200m LC Breaststroke 
Ciara Smith  WAV 

 
R+C Gillespie Trophy: Fastest Male 200m LC Breaststroke 

Archie White BOI 
 

Swimming Northland Trophy: Fastest Female 100m L.C. Breaststroke 
Ciara Smith  WAV 

 
Skip Peyman L. M. Trophy: Fastest Male 100m L.C. Breaststroke 

Archie White BOI 
 

Swimming Northland Trophy L.C. Fastest Female 50m Breaststroke 
Ciara Smith  WAV 

 
Swimming Northland Trophy L.C. Fastest Male 50m Breaststroke 

Paul Linton  BBY                     
 
 

BUTTERFLY AWARDS 

 
H. F. Crane Trophy: Fastest Female 200m LC Butterfly 

Emilia Finer  BOI 
 

Marty Hampton Trophy: Fastest Male 200m LC Butterfly 
NIL  

 
M. + B. Cameron: Fastest Female 100m Butterfly LC Trophy: 

Emilia Finer  BOI         
 

Michael Bond Memorial Trophy: Fastest Male 100m LC Butterfly: 
Paul Linton  BBY     

 
McCahon Family Trophy Fastest Female L.C. 50m Butterfly 

Emilia Finer  BOI 
 

McCahon Family Trophy Fastest Male L.C. 50m Butterfly 
Paul Linton   BBY         

 
Dot Palmer L.M. Trophy: Fastest Female 200m SC Butterfly 

Emilia Finer  BOI 
 

Anne Bailie L.M. Trophy: Fastest Male 200m SC Butterfly 
Tyler Jepsen   WAV 
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INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY AWARDS 

 
 

Gaylene Martin L.M. Trophy: Fastest Female 400m LC Individual Medley 
Ciara Smith  WAV 

 
Gladys Bouma L.M. Trophy: Fastest Male 400m LC Individual Medley 

Tyler Jepson WAV 
 

Myra Larcombe L.M. Trophy: Fastest Female 200m LC Individual Medley: 
Ciara Smith  WAV 

 
Maurice Fitchett L.M. Trophy: Fastest Male 200m LC Individual Medley: 

Paul Linton  BBY                      
 

Swimming Northland Trophy: Fastest Female 100m Individual Medley 
Nellie Clark  WAV 

 
Swimming Northland Trophy: Fastest Male 100m Individual Medley 

Paul Linton  BBY                        
 
 
 
 

OTHER AWARDS 
 

O.W.Wright Shield Club Points Trophy: Greatest percentage points gained at SN  Championship 
events. 

Northwave 
 

Crawford/Woodman Cup: 8 swimmer relay. Boy and girl U/12, 12+13, 14+15, 16 + Over: 
Bream Bay 

 
 

Lorraine Holmes Trophy:   for the swimmer 12/under  who gains most points in 50m & 100m 
finals at SN Age Group Champs: 

Wil Douglas  DAR 
 

Swimming Northland Trophy: for the swimmer who earns the Highest XLR8 points in an event at 
NZ Juniors 

Ariella Ripohau BOI 
 
 

Martin Wilson Trophy:    for the swimmers who breaks a race record by the greatest percentage 
margin at SN Age Group Championships in any stroke: 

  Paul Linton   BBY    
 

Mark Cooper Trophy: For the swimmer who has the closest % margin to a NZ Age Group record at 
a National Meet: 

Ciara Smith  WAV 
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Swimming Northland Cup: for the swimmer who breaks a Northland S.C. record by the  greatest % 
margin for the season 

Ciara Smith  WAV 
 

Swimming Northland Cup: for the swimmer who breaks a Northland L.C. record by the greatest % 
margin for the season 

Ciara Smith  WAV 
 

Richard Dunkerton L.M. Trophy:  for the swimmer who earns the highest FINA Points for an event 
at NZ Age Group Champs 
Ciara Smith  WAV 

 
Champion of Champions Trophy:   Awarded to the swimmer who earns the most points in Finals 

at SN Age Group & Long Distance Champs. 
Tyler Jepsen    WAV 

 
Mick Parr Memorial Trophy:   Swimmer service to sport 

awarded to the swimmer who not only competes but also contributes to club activities. ie 
Coaching, teaching, timekeeping, helping out where/when needed 

Rebecca Reade 
 

Swimming Northland Technical Trophy for Emerging Official of the Year: 

This recognises an upcoming official that has taken steps throughout the year to upskill and 
show dedication and commitment to learning new roles. 

Dawn Dutton BBY 
 

Community Trust Foundation Shield: Administrator of the Year.  
This recognises the contributions made by sports club members who strive selflessly for the 

betterment of the sport they love. They are the quiet "grafters", the ones who get things done on 
time and in an efficient manner.  

Sharon Carroll BBY 
 

Community Trust Foundation Shield: Official of the Year. 
Officials are deemed to be referees, timekeepers, judges of stroke etc.  

 
Carlrine Gillespie 

Ross Gillespie 
  

Community Trust Foundation Shield: Coach of the Year 
For outstanding performance/contribution by a coach over the past twelve months  

 
Monica Cooper   WAV 

Para Swimmer of the year: 
 

Cameron Leslie   WEI 
 

Open Water Swimmer of the year:  
Emilia Finer    BOI 

Quin Walden      WAV 
 

Service Awards: 
 

Angela Whittam WAV 
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SWIMMER OF THE YEAR—CIARA SMITH 
SEASONS ACHIEVEMENTS 

NZ team member at the Junior Pan Pacific Games Suva, Fiji. July 2019 
 

Victorian Open Championships, Melbourne:  
Silver in the Women's 50m Breaststroke  
Bronze in the Women's 100 and 200m Breaststroke - NZ Age Group Record 100m Breaststroke  
 
 
NZ Short Course Championships 2018 
Gold in the Women's Open 50, 100, and 200m Breaststroke 
Bronze in the Women's Open 400m IM 
Gold in the Womens 17-18 yrs 100 and 200m Breaststroke 
Silver in the Womens 17-18 yrs 50m Breaststroke and 400m IM 
 

NZ 17 yrs Age Group Record in the Women's 100 and 200m Breaststroke 
NZ Open Record in the Women's 200m Breaststroke 
 

Competed in the FINA World Cup Series, Tokyo Japan, November 2018 
 

NZ Team member Competed at World Short Course Championships, Hangzhou, China 
 
 
NZ Age Group Championships, April 2019 
Gold in the Women's 17-18 yrs, 50, 100 and 200m Breaststroke and 400m IM.  
Silver in the Women's 17-18 yrs 200m IM. 
 

NZ 18 yrs Age Group Record in the Women's 200m Breaststroke  
 

NZ Open Championships, June 2019 
Gold in the Women's 50 and 100m Breast 
Bronze in the Women's 100m Br and 400m IM 
 

NZ 18 yrs Age Group Record in the Women's 50m and 200m Breaststroke  
 
 
Member of the SNZ Silver Development Squad 
 

Selected into the Sport NZ 2018 Pathway to Podium Programme (P2P). 
 
 
Several Northland Age and Open Women’s records during the season  
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
15 & UNDER LONG COURSE RECORDS (as at 25/07/19) 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
15 & UNDER SHORT COURSE RECORDS (as at 25/07/19) 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
OPEN LONG COURSE RECORDS (as at 25/07/19) 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
OPEN SHORT COURSE RECORDS (as at 25/07/19) 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
LONG COURSE AGE GROUP RECORDS (as at 25/07/19) 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
SHORT COURSE AGE GROUP RECORDS (as at 25/07/19) 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
SEASON HIGHLIGHTS 

Swimming continues to thrive in the North despite our widespread area and the distances swimming 
families must travel to carnivals. Our numbers are small compared to some regions, but we continue to 
enjoy good support with a steady number of volunteers stepping up to train as poolside officials. We also 
receive good coverage in our regional daily paper’s sports pages. 
 
Top Swimmer 
For the third year running, Ciara Smith (18) won the title of Northland Swimmer of the Year. She is a role 
model for our young Northland swimmers, proving it is possible to train in Northland and perform at an elite 
level. Ciara trains with Whangarei-based club Northwave under the guidance of coach Monica Cooper. Last 
August Ciara competed at the Junior Pan Pacific Championships in Fiji, and in September she medalled in 
50m, 100m and 200m breaststroke at the Victoria Open Short Course championships in Melbourne. In 
October at the NZ Short Course Championships, she broke the national open record in 200m breast and 
the 100m breaststroke national age group record. Her times propelled her into the NZ team competing at 
the 2018 FINA World Short Course Championships in Hangzhou, China, in December where she swam 
100m and 200m breaststroke, placing 24

th
 and 33

rd
. At the NZ Age Group Championships this year, Smith 

won gold in all three breaststroke distances and in the 400m individual medley, and silver in the 200m 
individual medley. She took a New Zealand Age Group record, beating Annabelle Carey’s 2007 time of 
2.34.31 in 200m breast with a 2.33.64 swim. At NZ Opens she won gold in both the 50m and 200m breast, 
breaking the NZ age group record in both events. Ciara was both Northland’s ASB Secondary Schools 
Sports Awards and the 2018 Northland Conbrio Sports Awards swimming code female winner. She is on 
the long list for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games and is in Swimming New Zealand’s bronze national age 
group squad, along with clubmate Tyler Jepsen. 
 
Top Para Swimmer 
Former coach of Whangarei Swimming Club Cameron Leslie is National Para Swimming Development 
Coordinator, a role he took on last September. He swims under the Whangarei Club banner, and this year 
received a Paralympic “number” as part of the Celebration Project, along with five other Olympians. He was 
named Northland Disabled Sportsperson of the Year at the 2018 Conbrio Northland Sports Awards in 
March. At the NZ Open Championships in June, he won gold in 50m free multi-class, 200m free multi-class 
and 50m back multi-class and was selected for the New Zealand team competing at the 2019 World Para 
Swimming Championships in London this September. 
 
Top Officials 
Carlrine Gillespie from Dargaville, continues her reign as Northland’s top swimming official. She won the 
Kaipara Sports Awards official of the year title, plus the 2018 Conbrio Northland Sports awards official of 
the year. This year she was appointed as SNZ’s technical advisor for the northern region. She has attended 
numerous regional and national meets, and officiated at a range of overseas events: the Oceania 
Championships last July in Papua New Guinea, the Para Pan Pacific Championships in Cairns last August, 
the Arafura Games 2019 in Darwin and this month, the 2019 Pacific Games in Samoa. Husband Ross 
Gillespie also officiated at the Pacific Games this month at the Open Water event and attended the 2019 
Australian Open Water Championships in January. Ross was one of five FINA Open Water International 
Technical Officials that was appointed to the 18th FINA World Championships Open Water Swimming 2019 
held in Gwangju, South Korea 13-19 July where his roles included registration, finish judge, assistant 
referee and referee for the final 25km event. 
 
Open Water Revival 
After a break of seven years, Open Water swimming returned to Northland this season with a highly 
successful competition at the beautiful Kai Iwi Lakes in mid-December. Around 130 swimmers, mostly from 
Northland and Auckland, but also from as far afield as Hastings and Mt Maunganui, took the plunge. Ross 
Gillespie organised the event and was meet director. He was keen to revive the Open Water event and give 
swimmers an opportunity to try a different type of swimming. The entry fee was deliberately kept low to 
make the event affordable for families. Ruakaka Surf Life Saving Club members helped with water safety at 
the event while Dargaville and Te Kopuru fire brigade volunteers were on hand to help with first aid. 
 
Community Support 
In March, Dargaville Swimming Club called on their club members and local community to participate in an 
event to honour victims of the Christchurch mosque killings and raise money for affected families. The 
50x50 event saw swimmers each swim 50 laps of the Kauri Coast 50m pool. Swimmers of all ages, and 
several adults, took the plunge. 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
CHAIR REPORT 

It has been a successful and proud year for Swimming Northland with many achievements and records putting Northland 
on the map.  
 
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the all club members, swimmers and officials that contribute to our clubs and 
regional organisation. Your ongoing support and commitment to our sport is honorable and appreciated. I would like to 
congratulate you all on behalf of our board for another stellar season.  
 
A special congratulations to our Northland Swimmer of the Year Ciara Smith who at 18-years old has represented our 
region, domestically & internationally. We are all so incredibly proud of both Ciara and coach Monica Cooper for their 
achievements during this season.  
 
Not only are we represented in the pool internationally but also on the side with officials Ross and Carlrine Gillespie. 
Carlrine has been awarded many awards for her contributions over the past year, congratulations for your achievements.  
Carlrine has attended numerous events over the past year including meets in Australia and Samoa.  
Ross has also been officiating at many pool events nationally & open water swimming events  in Australia, Taiwan & 
Samoa, as well as getting the Swimming Northland Open Water Champs back up & running.  
To cap off a successful season Ross was reappointed to the FINA Open Water Referee List & a new appointment as a 
Starter on the FINA List for Referees & Starters in January this year. 
As well as being appointed to the FINA Open Water Champs to be held in Gwangju, South Korea later in July. 
We are so proud of you both for your achievements over the past year. It is because of what you do that allows us to stay 
ahead, stay current and deliver quality events in Northland.  
 
Our board is comprised of six board members including Jo Hodson, Louise Wickham (vice chair), Matt White, Kim 
McCahon and Carlrine Gillespie. Thank you all for your contributions, expertise and input that has directed, developed 
and grown our organisation.  
 
A focus for the board this year has been on strategic planning and creating direction, for the future of swimming. In 
collaboration with Sport Northland and Swimming New Zealand we have completed our 4-year strategic plan that is 
ready for implementation during the next few seasons. Our focus with the strategic plan has been on sustainable 
leadership, effective relationships, quality events, financially self-sufficient region and development and growth of clubs.   
 
Financially we have had a positive season with a generous amount of funding. Celia Honiss our funding and awards 
committee member has done an incredible job ensuring funding has been secured for events, allowing events to break 
even financially. Thank you Celia for your ongoing effort and coordination. This has significantly impacted our annual 
financial position.   
 
Thank you to our events committee for continuing to deliver quality events in Northland. We have hosted 6 events in 
Northland this season. We are seeing stable registrations to our events and feedback from our annual stakeholder survey 
highlights the positive impact the events are having on our swimmers and clubs. A big thank you to all of our volunteers 
involved with these events, you are paramount to the success of our all our swimming meets.  
 
The board is sad to see Carlrine Gillespie step down from our board after serving her 9-year placement (& several other 
years with the previous management committee). Carlrine has been through thick and thin with Swimming Northland and 
has positively contributed to our board leading our organisation through many different growth stages. Carlrine has been 
the board chair for 8 of her 9 years served. She delivered transformational leadership and exceptional advice which has 
helped develop our regional constitution and regional policies. I would like to thank Carline for her massive contribution 
and for enabling our organising to be where it is today. Carlrine is currently involved within Swimming New Zealand as 
a member of the Awards Committee & Technical Advisory Committee and will continue to be a member of the 
Swimming Northland technical official committee. 
 
To Rachel Bray (our board administrator) and Sharon Smith (treasurer), thank you. Your endless efforts and attention to 
detail is paramount to the success of our organisation.  
The next season for Swimming Northland will be progressive and exciting. We look forward to welcoming a new board 
member onto our board at our annual AGM and providing another year of strong regional leadership and governance.  
 
Well done on another fantastic season. I look forward to another year with Swimming Northland.  
 
Nga Mihi,  
Jess Rule  
Swimming Northland Chair Person  
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT 

This year’s calendar was compiled with club feedback similar to last year requesting that we have approximately 
one carnival per month through the winter months, to ensure good numbers attend every carnival.  With this in 
mind, a calendar was compiled and by the time all clubs wishing to hold an event had dates allocated, and national 
events were entered, The events committee organised and ran the Presentation Carnival in July, Splash Carnival in 
September,  Open Water Swim and Long Distance Champs in December, Age Groups in January and Rising Stars 
in March. 
 
The Presentation Carnival was held at Whangarei Pool and was very well supported for the first event of the new 
season. The presentations were held first in the spectator area, which worked well. We were also able to use the 
time pads which the swimmers enjoyed. We had 105 swimmers and 474 entries, which was up from the 
Presentation Carnival in 2017. 
 
Swimming Northland held the September Splash Carnival on 23rd September. There were 86 Athletes entered and 
454 entries. In addition to the program we had a tops and bottoms relay and spot prizes, which was well received.  
An Open Water Swim at Kai Iwi Lakes appeared back on the Swimming Northland Calendar. On December 15 th 
Swimmers came from far and wide to attend Northland's first open water swimming championship in seven years 
at Kai Iwi Lakes. About 120 swimmers took the plunge with most coming from Northland and Auckland, but also 
from as far afield as Hastings and Mt Maunganui. Meet director and event organiser Ross Gillespie said he was 
keen to revive the open water event and give swimmers an opportunity to try a different type of swimming. Ross 
said it had been a while since the last event because of difficulties in finding a suitable date in the current crowded 
swimming calendar. Ruakaka Surf Life Saving Patrol members helped with water safety at the event and Te 
Kopuru Fire Brigade and Dargaville Fire Brigade volunteers were on hand to help with first aid, along with a 
doctor and nurse.Experienced FINA (global swimming governing body) open water referee Paul Matson from 
Wellington was chief referee. He said he enjoyed himself so much that he planned to return next year to help. Other 
SNZ technical officials with open water experience came to help on the day, assisted by officials from Northland 
clubs. We hope that this event will build on the success of 2018.  
 
Long Distance Champs was held on 22nd December. This is obviously a busy time for people so close to Christmas 
but it is growing harder each year to find an ideal space on the calendar plus factoring in the temperature for the 
outside pool. This year we offered a 400m option as well as the usual 800m and 1500m in the hope it may provide 
an opportunity for a younger swimmer/ sibling that may not be up to the bigger distance but wanted to participate 
and this seemed to work well. We had a total of 30 athletes attend the Long Distance Champs and we are hoping 
that this number will increase in 2019 when we offer the same 3 distance options.  
 
The Douglas Logging Northland Age Groups were held in late January. Once again, we were lucky to have 12 
visitors from 3 clubs join the event which gave our Northland swimmers good competition. We had 136 total 
swimmers with 1006 entries. The weather was fairly good all weekend which added to the event. The committee 
again shared the jobs, so that the pre-preparation was not too much of a burden on a few. 
 
The committee assisted Sport Northland with the running of Northland Secondary Swimming Champs in February 
– basically Sport Northland gather entries and the events committee runs the day.  This year the format was slightly 
different with Sport Northland offering entries to competitive and non competitive swimmers. We are lucky that all 
our qualified technical officials support this day and that we had Beth Finer who did a lot of work behind the 
scenes on Sport Northland’s behalf with the entries. 
 
The final event on the calendar was Rising Stars in March. We had 90 swimmers with 717 entries. The issue of 
targeting correct swimmers this year by setting entry criteria seemed to work well. 
 
The Events Committee supported six carnivals throughout the season, run by five different clubs. All were 
considered successes by the organizing clubs. 
 
Finally, the Events Committee believe that we have had a very good season with a good balance of Swimming 

Northland run carnivals, Club Carnivals and seeing events like the open water swim being added back into the 
Swimming Northland Calendar, which provide more opportunities for  our swimmers to compete locally.  
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

Northland continues to hold its own in the area of training swimming technical officials. We 
continued to focus on training officials throughout the season and brought several in as 
qualified timekeepers, turn inspectors and judges of stroke, as well as starting several 
trainees working towards poolside positions.  
 
Carlrine Gillespie was appointed as the Upper North (Northland/Auckland) SNZ Technical 
Advisory Committee member and at Northland Age Group champs, she assessed several 
officials for regional and national qualifications – Matt White (JOS), Lindsay Jepsen 
(regional IOT), Jane Nichols, Rachael Matenga, Marysha Gardner, Dawn Dutton, Matt 
White, David Finer (national IOT’s). Other newly qualified regional IOT’s in the past season 
include James Henderson, Thomas Rickey, Meydi Bell, Sarah Venner, while Dawn Dutton 
and Sian Williams were assessed as JOS. The focus on training will continue this season, 
and we encourage all clubs to put forward suitable people to train. In the coming season, 
we’ll be looking to step some of our experienced IOT’s up to JOS and have already started 
referee training (Angela Whittam, David Finer) and starter (Matt White). 
 
Northland officials continue to help at local, area and regional school swimming sports and 
the ASB Northland Secondary School Championships. Schools and Sport Northland 
appreciate the help from our officials. 
 
Celia Honiss assisted with running Special Olympics swimming events during the season, 
along with officials and volunteer helpers. 
 
Many thanks to Beth Finer, who continues to run our control room/admin team with any 
helpers she can muster, often assisted by Gavin Carroll, Karley Smith, Sam Simons and 
Kyran Gillespie. 
 
Special recognition must go to Carlrine Gillespie who continues her reign as Northland’s top 
swimming official. She won the Kaipara Sports Awards official of the year title, plus the 
2018 Conbrio Northland Sports awards official of the year. This year she was appointed as 
SNZ’s technical advisor for the northern region. She has attended numerous regional and 
national meets, and officiated at a range of overseas events: the Para Pan Pacific 
Championships in Cairns last August, the Arafura Games 2019 in Darwin and in early July, 
will be officiating at the 2019 Pacific Games in Samoa.  
 
Ross Gillespie is also officiating at the Pacific Games this month for the Open Water event 
as Chief Referee & will then head to South Korea for his appointment as one of only five 
open water FINA referee’s to the 2019 FINA World Open Water Champs. Congratulations 

Ross on your fantastic achievements which also include his new appointment on the FINA 
Starter list  & re-appointed on the FINA Open Water Referee list.  Over the last season Ross 
has officiated at the 2019 Australian Open Water Championships; International Open Water 

Marathon Swim event in Taipei, Taiwan; & the Queensland Open Water Champs. 

We are fortunate to have people of Carlrine and Ross’s calibre to assist with training our 
technical officials. Dawn Dutton was selected as Northland’s emerging Technical Official of 
the Year – she volunteered to IOT at both Division II and National Age Group Champs and 
is always willing to help out and engage in further training. 
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Northland Technical Officials at National Events 2018/2019 
 

2018 SNZ Short Course Champs:  Ross, Carlrine & Celia 
2019 SNZ Open Water Champs:  Ross, Carlrine & Celia 
2019 SNZ Junior Festival:  Ross, Carlrine, Celia & Marysha 
2019 SNZ Div II:  Ross, Carlrine, Celia & Dawn 
2019 SNZ NAGS:  Dawn 
2019 SNZ Opens:  Ross & Carlrine 
 
Northland Officials at International Meets 2018/2019: 
 
Ross: 
1 January 2019:  Appointed to FINA List #20 Starter  
1 January 2019:  Re-appointed to FINA List #13 Open Water Referee 
September 2018:  Nantou Sun Moon Lake Marathon Swim International Open Water Event 
(Taipei, Taiwan) 
September 2018: Queensland Open Water Champs (Brisbane, Australia) 
January 2019:  Australian Open Water Champs (Adelaide, Australia) 
Organiser/Meet Director for Northland Open Water Champs December 2018 
 

Carlrine: 
September 2018:  Appointed as the Upper North (Northland/Auckland) SNZ Technical 
Advisory Committee Member 
August 2018:  Pan Pacific Para Swimming Champs (Cairns, Australia) 
April 2019:  Arafura Games (Darwin, Australia) 
Conbrio Northland Sports Official of the Year 2018 
 
Thanks to the many volunteers who step up to help with meets at all levels – without you it 
just wouldn’t work. And a big thank you to my fellow technical committee members, 
Carlrine, Celia and Ross. 
 
Julie Paton 
Technical Committee 
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SWIMMING NORTHLAND 
PUBLICITY REPORT 

Swimming Northland had good publicity during the past season, with several stories published in 
the Northern Advocate featuring our swimmers’ and technical officials’ achievements, along with 
posts on our website and facebook page. 
 
Newspapers 
Coverage from the Northern Advocate regional newspaper was good – all stories sent in were pub-
lished along with photos (when available) and frequently made the NZME website. A new Advo-
cate sports reporter arrived during the season and is very enthusiastic about swimming stories and 
publishes almost all updates and photos sent his way. Local papers also published regular updates 
on their swimmers.  
 
Website 
Sian Williams is doing a fabulous job of running the Swimming Northland website, and ensuring 
she receives all updates to keep the page looking fresh.  
 
Facebook 
The Swimming Northland facebook page continues to be very successful this year, with more regu-
lar updates and plenty of photos. Page follower numbers continue to grow, presently 536 - up from 
426 this time last year. Post reach has also increased, with 2494 people reached by posts in the last 
month. For national competitions, I’ve continued to report each day on which swimmers are com-
peting in heats and finals, and their results so the audience can follow the competition’s progress. I 
really appreciate the photos that clubs send to the page for sharing – the NZ Junior Festival and  
Div II Championships were particularly well-covered thanks to photos from clubs, and a good ex-
ample of what can be achieved.  I’ll continue asking clubs for pictures.  
 
Looking Forward 
This season we’ll continue to celebrate the achievements of our swimmers at all levels with stories 
and facebook posts.  I’d like all clubs to send to the page items of interest about their club and/or 
swimmers; and encourage them to send items to their local papers. I’ll keep working on obtaining 
photos from national events, whether team, club or individual swimmers. It would be great to have 
someone to take photos at Northland events, so I’m still looking for a volunteer to take on the role 
of official photographer – it would be great to have photos that people can share on their own pag-
es. We could also look at expanding into Instagram posts to increase public engagement with 
swimming, as it has a younger audience than Facebook. 
 
Thanks 
Many thanks to the people who have helped publicise swimming in Northland over the past year. 
Julie Paton 
Publicity Officer 
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TEAM REPORT 
NEW ZEALAND SHORT COURSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 2018 

Venue: sir owen g glenn national aquatic centre, auckland 
Date: 2-6 October 2018 
 
The 12-member Northland team was made up of 4 boys and 8 girls from the following Northland Clubs: 
Bay of Islands Swim Club:  Emilia Finer (13), Archie White (17) 
 Bream Bay Swim Club: 
Paul Linton (18), Rebecca Reade (16) 
Northwave Swim Club: 
Tyler Jepsen (13), Nellie Clark (14), Quin Walden (13), Nathalie Hull (14), Annabell Simpson (18), Ciara 
Smith (17), Madeline Whittam (15), Hayley McIntosh (19) 
 

Summary of the meet 
 
At this meet Ciara Smith (17) and Hayley McIntosh (19) both qualified for the world championships and represented 
New Zealand at the 2018 FINA World Short Course Swimming Championships in Hangzhou, China in December 
2018. McIntosh, who has swum with the NZ High Performance squad in Auckland for the past two years, made the A 
qualifying time in 800m free and the B qualifying times in both 200m and 400m free. Smith, who trains in Whangarei 
under Northwave coach Monica Cooper, made the B qualifying times in both 100m and 200m breaststroke. They 
joined 16 other swimmers from around New Zealand selected to compete in Hangzhou, China from 11 to 16 
December.  
 
Smith won the 200m breaststroke open final swim at short course champs with a national open record time of 2.25.17. 
She was first in both 100m breaststroke age group race and open final, smashing her own national age group record. 
She was edged into second place in the 50m breaststroke age group race but came back in the evening open final to 
win gold. She won silver in the 400m individual medley age group race, setting a new Northland age group and open 
time, and won bronze in the open event that evening. 
 
McIntosh, up against the country’s top freestyle swimmers in all events won silver in 400m and 800m free age group 
events, and bronze in the open races. She was third in open 200m free and second in 1500m free, traditionally a men’s 
event.  
 
Annabell Simpson (18) of Northwave, shone in her specialist backstroke events. She won silver in her 100m back age 
group event, setting a new Northland age group and open time. She was first in her 200m age group race and second 
in the evening’s open final event. She won silver also in 50m back, again with a new Northland age group and open 
record time and was fourth in the open final. 
 
At his first national short course championships Tyler Jepsen (13) of Northwave was a standout, winning gold in his 
200m backstroke age group race with a new Northland age group record and making it into the top 30 open swimmers 
for the evening finals session. He won silver in three other age group races – 100m backstroke, 400m freestyle and 
50m backstroke and was 4th in 200m freestyle.  
 
Hard on Jepsen’s heels was teammate Quin Walden, also 13. Quin was third in all three of his age group backstroke 
races, 6th in both 200m free and 100m IM and 10th in 50m fly. 
 
Nellie Clark (14, Northwave) won gold in 14-year women’s 50m breaststroke, setting a new Northland age group 
record, also winning silver in 100m breaststroke. She placed fifth in 200m breaststroke for her age group and swam in 
the open final. 
 
Emilia Finer (13, Bay of Islands), swimming at NZ Short Course champs for the first time, won silver in 13-year 
women’s 800m free and placed third in her age group for both 400m free and 200m fly, qualifying for the open final 
session. She was fourth in 13-year women’s 400m free and 10th in 100m fly. 
 
Madeline Whittam (15, Northwave) won silver in her age group for 200m breaststroke and came 17 th in the open final. 
She was fifth in 15-year women’s 100m breast and 10th in 50m breast. 
 
Paul Linton (18, Bream Bay) placed sixth in his age group in 50m back, setting a new Northland age group and open 
record, and was 17th in the open event. He placed ninth in both 100m and 200m backstroke. 
 
Nathalie Hull (14, Northwave) placed seventh in her age group in 200m breaststroke, 8th in 100m breast and 11th in 
50m breast. Archie White (17, Bay of Islands) was 19th in 17- & 18-year men’s 100m breaststroke, and 21st in both 
50m and 200m breast. Rebecca Reade (16, Bream Bay) placed 13th in 16-year women’s 200m backstroke. 
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Day One: 2 October 
On day one we had 10 swimmers in the heats with 4 of them progressing to the open finals. In the finals our swimmers 
achieved the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 1st 100m breast 
Nellie Clark, 17th 100m breast 
Hayley McIntosh, 3rd 200m free  
Madeline Whittam, 29th 50m breast 

Age Group Medals 
Ciara Smith, 1st 100m breast (NZ Age Group record) 
Nellie Clark, 2nd 100m breast 
 
Day two: 3 October 
On day two 11 Northland swimmers swim in the heats with 5 of them progressing to the open finals. In the finals our 
swimmers achieved the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 1st 50m breaststroke 
Hayley McIntosh 3rd 400m free 
Annabell Simpson, 5th 100m backstroke 
Nellie Clark, 16th 50m breaststroke 
Paul Linton, 22nd 100m backstroke 

Age Group Medals: 
Emilia Finer, 3rd 200m IM 
Nellie Clark, 1st 50m breast 
Tyler Jepsen, 2nd 100m back 
Hayley McIntosh, 2nd 400m free 
Annabell Simpson, 2nd 100m back 
Quin Walden, 3rd 100m back 

 
Day three: 4 October 2018 
Day three saw 7 swimmers take to the water with 3 swimmers progressing to the finals. In the finals our swimmers 
achieved the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 1st 200m breaststroke (NZ Open record) 
Nellie Clark, 28th 200m breaststroke 
Madeline Whittam, 17th 200m breaststroke 

Age Group medals: 
Ciara Smith, 1st 200m breaststroke (NZ Age Group record) 
Madeline Whittam, 2nd 200m breastroke 
Tyler Jepsen, 2nd 400m free 

 
Day four: 5 October 2018 
Day four saw 7 swimmers swim in the heats with 5 of them progressing to the evening open finals. In the finals our 
swimmers achieved the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 3rd 400m IM 
Hayley McIntosh, 3rd 800m free 
Annabell Simpson, 2nd 200m back 
Paul Linton, 24th 200m back 
Tyler Jepsen, 30th 200m back 

 
Age Group medals: 
 

Hayley McIntosh, 2nd 800m free 
Emilia Finer, 2nd 800m free 
Tyler Jepsen, 1st 200m back 
Annabell Simpson, 1st 200m back 
Ciara Smith, 2nd 400m IM 
Quin Walden, 3rd 200m back 
 
Day five: 6 October 2018 
On day five, 5 swimmers competed in the heats, with 4 progressing to finals. In the finals our swimmers achieved the 
following results: 

Annabell Simpson, 4th 50m back 
Hayley McIntosh, 2nd 1500m free 
Paul Linton, 17th 50m back 
Emilia Finer, 30th 200m fly 

 

Julie Paton 

Publicity Officer 
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TEAM REPORT 
NEW ZEALAND JUNIOR FESTIVAL 
HARLEQUINS ZONE 2019 

Venue: Westwave Aquatic Centre, Auckland 
 
Date: 15-17 February 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
The 34-member Northland team was made up of 15 boys and 19 girls from the following Northland Clubs: 
 
Bay of Islands Swim Club: 
Ciara Andrews (12), Lukas Bayer (11), Layla Bell (8), Sascha Bell (10), Dayna Hawke (12), 
Amelia Horsfield (10), Oliver Horsfield (12), Ariella Ripohau (12), Florence Venner (12), Seth 
Venner (10), Isabelle Welling (11) 
 
Bream Bay Swim Club: 
Charlotte Dutton (12), Izaiahs Linton (12), Mahko Linton (10) 
 
Dargaville Swim Club: 
Summer Curnow (10), Matty Douglas (12), Wil Douglas (9), Kaitlyn Smith (11), Bailie Schick 
(12), Zach Sterling (10) 
 
Manaia Swim Club: 
Lola Childs (10), Ella Grindle (12), Hans Haufe (10), Ry Luff (12), Taha McLean Saad (10) 
 
Northwave Swim Club: 
Kaia Derbyshire (10), Joe Gardner (12), Sylvie Gardner (10), Kayden Kim (12), Mia Le Roux (11), 
Aidan Stroebel (10) 
 
Whangarei Swim Club: 
Olivia Erai (12), Ethan Gavin (11), Teuila McDiarmid (10) 
 
 
Medals were not awarded at this meet, with the focus being on swimmer development and personal best 
swims. 
Julie Paton 

Northland Publicity Officer 

Front Row: Seth Venner, Ethan Gavin, Wil Douglas,   Zach Sterling,  Taha McLean-Saad, Aidan Stroebel, Joe 
Gardner,  Mahko Linton 
2nd row: Dayna Hawke,  Teuilia McDiarmid, Sylvie Gardner, Summer Curnow,  Kaia Derbyshire,  Mia Le Roux,  Lola 
Childs, Ella Grindle, Sascha Bell, Amelia Horsfield, Layla Bell 
Back Row: Olivia Erai, Oliver Horsfield,  Lukas Bayer, Izaiahs Linton, Hans Haufe, Bailie Schick, Ry Luff, Ariella 
Ripohau, Florence Venner 
Absent: Ciara Andrews, Isabelle Welling, Alanna Brown, Charlotte Dutton,  Matty Douglas, Kaitlyn Smith, Kayden Kim  
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TEAM REPORT 
NEW ZEALAND DIVISION II 2019 

Venue: Moana Pool, Dunedin 
 
Date: 13-16 march 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 16-member Northland team was made up of six boys and 10 girls from the following four Northland Clubs: 
 
Bream Bay Swim Club: 
Luca Matenga (15), Samantha Dutton (15), Amy Swanson (14), Nina Matenga (17), Fidel Poulson (13), Lily 
Matenga (13), Grace Kemp (15) 
 
Whangarei Swim Club: 
courtney stoddart (17), Blake Dempster (15), Tayla Botha (14), Tamsin Hodson (14) 
 
Bay of Islands Club 
Marvin beckmann (15), Florence Venner (12), Ariella Ripohau (12), Drew White (15) 
 
Dargaville Swimming Club 
Brayden Smith (13) 
 
 

Summary of the meet 
 
Our Northland swimmers made 24 finals and won 12 medals. 
Highlight of the meet for Northland was the last finals session, with Bream Bay Swimming Club winning the Team Spirit 
Award.  
 
Day One: 13 march 
On day one we had 14 swimmers in the heats with three of them progressing to the finals. In the finals our swimmers 
achieved the following results: 

Luca Matenga 1st 100m breast 
Samantha Dutton 1st 100m breast, 5th 100m IM 
Courtney Stoddart 3rd 100m breast, 5th 200m back 

 

Back Row: Blake Dempster, Drew White, Luca Matenga, Fidel Poulsen, Ariella Ripohau, Nina Matenga, 
Grace Kemp, Marvin Beckmann, Brayden Smith 
Front Row: Taylor Botha, Tamsin Hodson, Courtney Stoddart, Samantha Dutton, Florence Venner, Amy 
Swanson, Lily Matenga 
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Day two: 14 March 
On day two saw 14 Northland swimmers swim in the heats with five of them progressing to the finals, and 
three more were reserve finalists. In the finals our swimmers achieved the following results: 

Luca Matenga 2nd 50m breast, 2nd 100m back 
Samantha Dutton 3rd 50m breast 
Courtney Stoddart 3rd 50m breast, 4th 200m IM 
Blake Dempster 7th 100m back 
Nina Matenga 7th 100m back 

 
Day three: 15 march 2019 
Day three saw 13 swimmers take to the water with five swimmers progressing to the finals. In the finals our 
swimmers achieved the following results: 

Luca Matenga 2nd 50m back, 3rd 100m IM, 8th 100m free 
Samantha Dutton 3rd 50m back 
Courtney Stoddart 3rd 400m IM 
Blake Dempster 7th 100m free 
Nina Matenga 6th 50m back 
Amy Swanson 6th 50m back 

 
Day four: 16 march  
Day four saw 16 swimmers swim in the heats with four of them progressing to the finals. In the finals our 
swimmers achieved the following results: 

Luca Matenga 2nd 100m fly 
Samantha Dutton 2nd 200m breast 
Blake Dempster 4th 50m free 
Amy Swanson 5th 50m free 

Northlanders who officiated at the meet were: Carlrine Gillespie, Ross Gillespie, Celia Honiss, Dawn Dutton 
 
 
 
Swimming Northland Publicity Officer 
Julie Paton 



 

40 

TEAM REPORT 
NEW ZEALAND AGE GROUPS 2019 

Venue: Wellington Regional Aquatic Centre, Wellington 
Date: 16-20 April 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 17-member Northland team was made up of 5 boys and 12 girls from the following Northland Clubs: 
 
Bay of Islands Swim Club: 
Kori Brown (15), Emilia Finer (14), Archie White (17) 
 
Bream Bay Swim Club: 
Kiera Carroll (14), Samantha Dutton (15), Luca Matenga (14), Rebecca Reade (15), Abby Wright (14) 
 
Northwave Swim Club: 
Tyler Jepsen (14), Nellie Clark (15), Quin Walden (14), Nathalie Hull (15), Ciara Smith (18), Madeline 
Whittam (15), Jazmine Murray (14), Lucy Nichols (13), Evana Piskulic (14) 

 
Summary of the meet 
 
Northland’s swimmers made their presence felt at last week’s National Age Group Championships at the Wellington 
Aquatic Centre where the team of 16 spent five days competing against around 600 of the country’s top age group 
swimmers, picking up eight medals.  
 
Five medals went to just one swimmer – Ciara Smith (18) of Northwave Swimming Club. Smith won gold in all three 
breaststroke distances and in the 400m individual medley, and silver in the 200m individual medley. She broke five 
Northland Age Group records and set new times for the Northland Open women’s 200m IM and 400m IM. She also 
took a New Zealand Age Group record, beating Annabelle Carey’s 2007 time of 2.34.31 in 200m breast with a 2.33.64 
swim. 
 
The other three medals went to Smith’s Northwave teammate Tyler Jepsen (14) who won silver in 100m back and 200m 
back and bronze in 400m free. He won two of his medals – for 400m free and 100m back - on the first day of competi-
tion, improving his time in both events. Tyler made the finals of all his events through the week. 
 
Other Northland swimmers to make finals were: Quin Walden (14, Northwave) 50m backstroke, 100m backstroke, 
200m backstroke; Emilia Finer (14, Bay of Islands) 200m fly, 1500m freestyle; Madeline Whittam (15, Northwave) 
200m breaststroke, 100m breaststroke; Nellie Clark (15, Northwave) 100m breaststroke; Rebecca Reade (16, Bream 
Bay) 200m backstroke. 
 
 

Front row: Emilia Finer,  Kiera  Carroll,  Samantha DuttoN, Madeline Whittam, Ciara 
Smith,  Abby Wright ,  Evana Piskulic  
 
Back row: Jazmine Murray,  Kori  Brown, Luca Matenga,  Archie White,  Rebecca Reade,  
Quin Walden,  Tyler Jepsen,  Lucy Nichols,  Nathalie Hull,  Nell ie Clark  
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Top 20 place getters from the Northland team at National Age Group Championships were: Madeline Whittam (15, 
Northwave) 50m breaststroke; Lucy Nichols (13, Northwave) 50m breaststroke, 100m breaststroke, 200m breast-

stroke; Nathalie Hull (15, Northwave) 50m breast, 100m breaststroke, 200m breaststroke, 200m IM; Nellie Clark 
(15, Northwave) 50m breast, 50m fly; Jazmine Murray (14, Northwave) 50m breaststroke, 100m breaststroke, 100m 

backstroke; Abby Wright (15, Bream Bay) 50m breaststroke, 100m breaststroke, 200m breaststroke; Kori Brown 
(15, Bay of Islands) 50m breaststroke; Rebecca Reade (16, Bream Bay) 100m backstroke, 100m butterfly, 200m IM; 

Emilia Finer (14, Bay of Islands) 400m freestyle; Luca Matenga (15, Bream Bay) 100m breaststroke; Quin Walden 
((14, Northwave) 100m freestyle, 200m freestyle. 

Day One: 16 April 
On day one we had 16 swimmers in the heats with 4 of them progressing to the finals. In the finals our swimmers 
achieved the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 1st 50m breaststroke 
Tyler Jepsen, 2nd 100m back, 3rd 400m free 
Emilia Finer, 8th 200m fly 
Quin Walden, 9th 100m back 

 
Day two: 17 April 
On day two 12 Northland swimmers swim in the heats with 2 of them progressing to the finals. In the finals our 
swimmers achieved the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 1st 200m breaststroke (NZ Age Group record) 
Madeline Whittam, 5th 200m breaststroke 

 
Day three: 18 April 
Day three saw 7 swimmers take to the water with 1 swimmer progressing to the finals. In the finals our swimmer 
achieved the following results: 

Tyler Jepsen, 6th 200m freestyle 
 
Day four: 19 April  
Day four saw 15 swimmers swim in the heats with 6 of them progressing to the finals. In the finals our swimmers 
achieved the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 1st 100m breast, 1st 400m IM 
Nellie Clark, 4th 100m breast 
Madeline Whittam, 5th 100m breast 
Rebecca Reade, 7th 200m back 
Tyler Jepsen, 2nd 200m back 
Quin Walden, 9th 200m back 

 
Day five: 20 April 
On day five, 10 swimmers competed in the heats, with 3 progressing to finals. In the finals our swimmers achieved 
the following results: 

Ciara Smith, 2nd 200m IM 
Tyler Jepsen, 5th 50m back 
Quin Walden, 9th 50m back 

 

Julie Paton 

Northland Publicity Officer 
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TEAM REPORT 
NEW ZEALAND OPENS 2019 

Venue: Sir Owen G Glenn National Aquatic Centre, Auckland 
Date:  17-21 June 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The six-member Northland team was made up of two men and four women from the following Northland Clubs: 
 
Bream Bay Swim Club: Rebecca Reade (16) 
 
Northwave Swim Club: Nellie Clark (15), Tyler Jepsen (14), Ciara Smith (18), Madeline Whittam 
 
Whangarei Swimming Club: Cameron Leslie (29) 
 

Summary of the meet 
Six Northland swimmers competed against the best in the country last week at the 2019 Aon NZ Open Champs in 
Auckland, with one selected to a world championship team. 
 
Thanks to a set of personal best swims and three gold medals, Whangarei’s Cameron Leslie (29) is off to the World 
Para Champs in London in September.  
 
Leslie, a triple Paralympic gold medallist, was selected for New Zealand’s World Para Champs team based on his times 
in 200m free, 50m back and 50m free multi-class events. He was one of 24 Para swimmers vying for a place in the 
team. 
 
Swimmers from all over New Zealand and a range of countries – Australia, China, USA, Fiji, Samoa, Slovakia, the 
Philippines and Sweden – made up the 312 athletes competing at the Sir Owen Glenn National Aquatic Centre in 
Rosedale. 
 
Northwave swimmer Ciara Smith (18) picked up four medals from her five swims – two gold in her favoured 50m and 
200m breaststroke events, plus bronze in 100m breast and 400m IM, also breaking two New Zealand age group records 
in 50m and 200m breaststroke. Smith also placed 24th in 200m IM 
 
Also competing at Opens were Northwave’s Nellie Clark (15), 13th in 100m breaststroke and 23rd in 50m breaststroke, 
Madeline Whittam (15) 23rd in 50m breaststroke, 21st in 100m breaststroke and 15th in 200m breaststroke, Tyler Jepsen 
(14) 15th in 200m backstroke; and Bream Bay’s Rebecca Reade (16) 32nd in 100m and 23rd in 200m backstroke. 
Northlanders who officiated at the meet were: Carlrine Gillespie and Ross Gillespie 
 
 
Julie Paton 

Northland Publicity Officer 

Ciara Smith, Nellie Clark, Madeline Whittam, Tyler Jepsen  
 
Inset: Rebecca Reade, Cameron Leslie  
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CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
BAY OF ISLANDS SWIMMING CLUB 
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CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
BREAM BAY SWIMMING CLUB 
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CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
DARGAVILLE SWIMMING CLUB 

We have had a very successful year with our swimmers.  Lots of newcomers arriving once again and our 
competitive swimmers doing extremely well. 
 
Our competitive swimmers have attended carnivals across Northland, Auckland and Dunedin. (Brayden, 
Kaitlyn, Bailie, Piper, Zac, Matty and Wil) with some great results and good personal bests achieved at these,  
We had great success at Northland Age Group Champs and Rising Stars with lots of first timers attending.  
Carlrine, Ross and Wil were acknowledged for their achievements at the Northland Swimming Presenataion 
Meet. 
 
As a  club committee we assisted Northern Wairoa swimming by using our Meet Manager programme to run 
several school swimming sports,  the  Northern Wairoa Swimming Sports, Kawakawa, Whangarei, Dargaville, 
Ruawai and Matakohe. 
 
Club nights had great turn outs which was a result of the great swims our kids achieved at the local school 
competitions.  This encouraged other children to start which in turn has added to the new kids that have joined 
our club (wanting to swim with the team in the yellow caps).  We have lots of new teams putting their hands 
up to help and learning to use stopwatches.  And also training as timekeepers etc, at carnivals. 
 
The Dargaville Swimming Club is fortunate to have Ross and Carlrine Gillespie as two of our technical 
officials who continue to officiate not only at club and regional level but at national and international level.  
Ross was also instrumental in reviving the Swimming Northland Open Water Champs held at Kai Iwi Lakes in 
December 2018, along with the support of our club.  This event will once again be held this December after 
having a good number of swimmers attend. 
  
Thanks and acknowledgement to our members who help officiate as timekeepers, our team managers and to 
Sam Simons and Karley Smith who are members of the Swimming Northland Managememt committee. 
 
Big thanks foes out to our coaches Glen Smith and Brad Wallace for their coaching skills. 
 
The strength of our club remains in its membesr—committing time and energy.  A big thanks to the committee 
members for keeping the club running.  We are fortunate to have talented non-swimmers willing and able to 
lend their time and expertise. 
 
 
Regards, 
Kylie Douglas 
Chariperson 
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CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
KAMO AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB 



 

48 

CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
MANAIA SWIMMING CLUB 

Manaia has enjoyed an excellent year with around 20 new swimmers joining the club. 
Established swimmers built on their skills and new swimmers built towards competition 
standard. 
 
The club’s swimmers competed strongly this year with 6 qualifying for Harlequins; Koaria, 
Ry, Hans, Taha, Lola and Ella, as well as 12 achieving good results at Northland Age 
Groups and we had more swimmers than ever before at Rising Stars. 
 
Swimmers also competed in an open water event at Kai Iwi Lakes for the first time. This 
event was enjoyed by all who took part. 
 
The club is looking forward to the new year & achieving more success in the pool. 



 

49 

CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
NORTHWAVE SWIMMING CLUB 

Our swimmers are proud to represent Northwave and have enjoyed success at all levels. The 
Northland Regional Championships is always a highlight of the season as our swimmers enjoy 
three days of racing hard and have fun together. 
 
Congratulations to Ciara Smith 18yrs for her several achievements over the 2018-2019 season. 
In particular her New Zealand international team selections. Ciara represented NZ at the 2018 
Junior Pan Pacific Games held in Suva and the World Short Course Championships in 
Hangzhou, China. A highlight for Ciara was to again break her own 200m Breaststroke NZ 
Open Women's Short Course Record at NZ Short Course Championships in October 2018. She 
also broke the Age Group record in Melbourne and the 100m and 200m Breaststroke 17yrs Age 
Group records at the NZ Short Course National Championships. Ciara broke the 18yr Girls Long 
Course NZ Age Group record in 200m Breaststroke at the 2019 NZ National Age Groups and 
again at NZ Opens. She broke several Northland records throughout the season. Ciara was 
named Northland Swimmer of the Year at the Northland Sports Awards, Northland Swimming 
Awards and Northland Secondary School Sports Awards. Annabell, Tyler Jepsen and Nellie 
Clark also broke Northland records during the season. 
Ciara was selected again for the Sport NZ Pathway to Podium Athlete program and is a SNZ 
National Development squad member. 
 
In September our head coach Monica Cooper travelled to Melbourne with Ciara and Annabell to 
compete at the Victorian Open Championships. Ciara broke the NZ Short Course  Age Group 
record in her 100m Breaststroke record and won Bronze medals in the 50m, 100 and 200m 
Breaststroke. Annabell won silver medals in the 100 and 200m Backstroke and placed 4th in the 
50m Backstroke. I had the pleasure of being our Team Manager and was very proud of how our 
girls represented Northwave.   
 
Our swimmers won medals, made finals and achieved some good PB's at the NZ Short Course 
Championships. Team: Ciara Smith 3 gold age and open 1 silver, Annabell Simpson 1 gold 2 
silver age 1 open silver, Tyler Jepsen 3 silver age 1 bronze age, Nellie Clark 1gold 1 silver age, 
Madeline Whittam 1 silver age, Quin Walden 1 Bronze age group medal Nathalie Hull 7th & 8th 
age group. (Hayley McIntosh 4 medals).  
 
In November We travelled to the Tokyo leg of the FINA World Cup Series where Ciara raced 
the 100m and 200m Breaststroke events. The meet was spectacular with much hype prior to the 
Finals sessions. The stands were packed and the Japanese spectators were very vocal making for 
a great atmosphere for the swimmers. We enjoyed watching the worlds top swimmers compete 
and Ciara gained excellent experience. The organising committee and staff were highly efficient, 
very friendly and extremely helpful. The officials also helpful and friendly to deal with. A very 
memorable trip for us all. 
 
Our juniors attended the NZ Junior Festival and had a great weekend of racing with good PB's. 
Team: Joe Gardner, Aidan Stroebel, Mia Le Roux, Sylvie Gardner, Kaia Derbyshire. 
 
At the 2019 NZ National Age Championships our team pushed hard. Ciara Smith won Gold 
medals in the 50m, 100m, 200m Breaststroke and 400m Individual Medley and silver 200m IM. 
Tyler Jepsen won Silver in the 14yr Boys 100m Backstroke in 400m Free - bronze, Finalists - 
Nellie Clark, Madeline Whittam and Quin Walden. Jazmine Murray was .10" off qualifying for 
Opens. Nathalie Hull and Lucy Nicholls PB's just missed out on finals. Great racing from he 
team. 
Tyler Jepsen was selected to attend the SNZ Age Development 5 day camp held at the 
Millennium Centre, good experience for Tyler. 
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The final national event our swimmers competed at was the NZ Open Championships. 
Team: Ciara Smith, Madeline Whittam, Nellie Clark, Tyler Jepsen.  
Main results: Ciara - Gold Women's 50m and 200m Breaststroke, Bronze 100m Breast-
stroke, 400m IM. Madeline - B Finalist 200m Breaststroke, Nellie - B Finalist 100m Breast-
stroke. Ciara broke the New Zealand  18yrs Age Group record in her 50m and 200m Breast-
stroke events.  
 
Ciara Smith and Tyler Jepsen have both been selected for the 2019-20 SNZ Development 
Squad program.  
 
Northwave Club is very proud of the achievements of our swimmers. They race hard, are 
friendly, respectful and give great team support. Thanks to Sandy our treasurer, our commit-
tee and sub committee who work behind the scenes to ensure our swimmers are given the 
opportunity to train and compete. Also to our parents for officiating and giving your ongoing 
support.  
 
Thank you to our Head Coach Monica, whose commitment to our swimmers is valued by 
our club. Her knowledge and wisdom give our swimmers every opportunity to enjoy their 
sport. They commit to their training, race hard and at the same time build life time friend-
ships. The ups and downs of competitive sport rely on strong bonds of trust in one another to 
enable athletes to be resilient.  
 
Thank you to the organisations who have given us financial grants and donations.  
Pub Charity, Oxford Sports Trust, Polorus, the NZ Lottery Grants Board,  The Southern 
Trust, the NZ Racing Board and the Bay of Islands-Whangaroa Community Board. This has 
been of huge assistance to our members. 
 
Bruce Cooper 
Northwave Club Chairman  
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CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
OKAU SWIMMING CLUB 

Not a good season for Okau.  The pool pump broke down causing weeks of no 
swimming. 
 
All the good weather was lost with the limited swimming as the season changed.  The 
disruption caused reduced numbers of children as well. 
 
Better luck next year. 
 
Heather Atkins 
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CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
TE KOPURU SWIMMING CLUB 

The 2018/2019 season saw the Club provide many swimming oppourtunities for our local & wider com-
munity.  
 
The previous season saw many of our older swimmers retire from swimming, however as a Club we de-
cided we would still go ahead & hold a carnival at the Kauri Coast Community Swimming Pool to provide 
oppourtunities for the other clubs in Northland to swim in a 50 metre pool to help them achieve qualifying 
times. Unfortunately for reasons beyond our control the carnival did not go ahead. A huge thank you 
must go out to the Swimming Northland Events team who tried really hard for the Carnival to go ahead & 
as a token of appreciation our Club provided lunch for them at the meeting at Rising Stars.  
 
The Club had tremendous support from the community throughout the year as well as from the following 
sponsors/supporters: 
 
Dinnys Bakery 
Sharkeys 
Countdown Dargaville 
Wild West Worcester 
Kaipara Nectar Ltd 
 
Our Club was also lucky to receive a donation from Pub Charities to go towards our pool hire. 
 
The Te Kopuru Swimming Club thanks all our sponsors & supporters for all your support, it is much ap-
preciated.  
 
Our Learn to Swim program was very successful with swimmers achieving level 1,2,3 or 4. 
Our other Club members becoming their school swimming champs, setting records & attending Northern 
Waroa & Secondary school carnivals. This year we had three competitive swimmers who achieved per-
sonal best times at every carnival they attended.  
 
Every year volunteers are few & far between & a huge thankyou must go to our coaches, supporters & 
our club committee who have had to take on several roles not just their committee obligations. There 
would not be a club without their continued support. 
 
We look forward to the 2019/2020 season. 
 
 
Kaye Moffett 
 
TKASC President 
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CLUB ANNUAL REPORT 
WHANGAREI AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB 

I’d like to first acknowledge our life members Skip and Liz and the time and effort they continue to put 
into this club.  WASC is built on a tradition of volunteer coaches and parents and older or more 
experienced swimmers helping with younger swimmers.  Over the years many families have 
demonstrated the value of supporting swimmers to be the best they can be, whatever their level of 
achievement. 
 
This has been a year of some unsettledness with Coach Cam leaving and difficulty finding a new 
Coach for our seniors, for the hours we can offer. Losing Cam put pressure on the senior swimmers 
who had goals to attend National meets so we are incredibly fortunate that we have someone of Lizs’ 
skill and expertise to step in and add these extra hours to her already busy schedule.  It has been a 
massive commitment and we can credit Liz for much of the successes our swimmers have achieved, 
as without her we could not have competitive swimmers.  
 
This year Ethan, Olivia and Teuila qualified and attended Junior Zones and 5 swimmers were able to 
qualify for Division II this season. Congratulations Blake, Courtney, Hayden, Tamsin and Taylor.  Four 
were able to attend the meet and all were able to pull out some PB swims.  In addition, Courtney 
achieved some wonderful medal swims and Blake achieved finals (top 8) swims in his first season of 
competitive swimming. Tamsin came away with two 9

th
 placings and Taylor achieved a top 20 swim.  

Cam has swum under Whangarei membership this season and we congratulate him on being named 
in the NZ team to the World Para Swimming Championships in September.   
 
This is also a time to acknowledge our parents who help out in so many ways; James Henderson and 
I have qualified as Technical Officials, Jodi Stoddart and Brett Gavin act as Chief Timekeepers and 
thanks to those who timekeep and help in other ways at meets.   
 
Special thanks must go to Roger Milina who resigned as Club President in November and Cushla 
Milina who was our Uniforms organiser for many years. Also to Jane Nichols who arranged so much 
of the grant money the club received during her last couple of seasons with us. 
  
The following people are standing down from our committee and I would like to recognise their 
contribution. Thank you to Shona Gavin who was Club Secretary this season. Thanks so much to 
Shelley Henderson who over the past 7 years has held many positions such as Team Manager, 
Fundraising organiser, Committee member and Treasurer.  
 
Skip is a particularly valuable contributor to our club and not only due to his dedication to the Learn to 
Swim programme and Race Nights. Skip stands for the committee every season, attends every 
meeting and is a constant reminder of the value of our volunteers.  
 
Congratulations to all our club and competitive swimmers and best of luck for the upcoming season. 
 
Thank you  
 
Joanna Hodson 
Acting President  
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Thank you to  
Swimming Northland’s Major Sponsors 

CLUBS IN RECESS or NO REPORT SUBMITTED:  Nga Papahu, Kerikeri,  Maungaturoto, Kaitaia 

Mangakahia, Mid Western, Opononi, Kaikohe, Doubtless Bay 

 


